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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 13th of September 2016 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 

  Rianna D’Souza (RD) : St. Ives TC representative 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action against Traffic 

Justo Perez  (JP) : Hilton PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC  

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

The meeting held a minute’s silence for Keith Sisman the RSC representative for Upwood who has died 
suddenly. His funeral will take place at Cambridge Crematorium on Saturday, September 17th at 10.30am. 
Keith had been a member of the RSC since 2008 and had made a valuable contribution to the work of the 
committee. A  letter of condolence has been sent to his family.  

 
Apologies had been received from:  Andy Street and Colin Saunderson 
 
LC gave her  apologies for the next meeting on November 8th. 

 
2. Election of Chair & Vice-Chair 

 
No nominations had been received for Chair or Vice-Chair prior to the meeting. OM asked the members if 
there were any nominations for Chair. LC proposed Mrs Margaret Lumb and JN seconded the proposal. 
OM asked if there were any further nominations which there were not.  
The voting members unanimously elected ML as Chair.  
 
ML asked for nominations for the role of Vice-chair. JP proposed CS and RD seconded. CS was not 
present but had indicated his willingness to stand prior to the meeting.  
The voting members unanimously elected CS as Vice-chair. 



3. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 12th  July 2016 
 

There were no amendments to the minutes of the meeting held on July 12th . The motion to accept was 
proposed by JC and seconded by JN.  
 
All were in favour. 

 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

St. Ives Parking: 
 
AS had forwarded an email on this subject that he had sent to Brian Murdoch at Highways. The text is 
below. 

“We are continuing to get problems with blue badge holder parking on the double yellow lines outside of 
the Corn Exchange and Lloyds Pharmacy, The Pavement St. Ives. Legally they are entitled to park for a 
limited time on the double yellows but when they park there it causes a real problem for larger vehicles 
trying to get around the turn from Market Hill. It is a regular occurrence that we get lorries stuck there 
because of a car with a blue badge parked in the way. I have attached a photo of one that I recently dealt 
with. The elderly female driver was very annoyed that I gave her a ticket for causing an unnecessary 
obstruction as she couldn’t see that she had done anything wrong, even though the lorry was still stuck 
there when I spoke to her at her car. 

The solution to this problem would be the installation of kerb marks making it clear that no parking at all is 
permitted in this area. I’m not asking for kerb marks all the way along The Pavement, just outside the Corn 
Exchange and Lloyds in order to ensure that an area is kept clear to allow large vehicles to get around the 
sharp turn at the end of the road, thereby preventing the regular blockage of the town centre. 

I would be grateful if this request could be considered” 

JC commented that there are sometimes bazaars at the Corn Exchange and people park there to 
load/unload. This proposal would stop that.   
 
OM thought it depended how far the kerb marks extended. He will email AS with this observation. 
 
NB added that people who are  loading/unloading can react to a bad situation if they are present. Long 
term parkers are the real problem.  
 
Bluntisham Parking: 
 
ML said that although the 30 mph limit at Bluntisham has been rejected,  they are pursuing an LHI bid for a 
refuge in the road. Highways would decide where it would be.  
 
Guided Bus Query: 
 
JC said she wanted to know if there had been any follow-up to the discussion on guided bus accidents and 
in particular the question as to whether it is actually a road and subject to speed limits. 
OM would also mention this in the email to AS. 
 

5. Correspondence 
 
Hemingford donation: 
 
In response to a request to Hemingford Grey PC for a donation towards RSC expenses OM said he had 
received a form to complete asking questions such as the purpose of the donation and whether other 
bodies had been approached. 



 
JC said that the RSC is entirely dependent on donations and we should ask PC reps if they can ask for a 
donation of £10 or £20.  
 
Action: Earith, Bluntisham & Hilton representatives agreed to ask their PCs for donations.  
 

 
6. Review of Active Items 
 
Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

. This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils 

now have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the 

crossing on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was 

completed at Easter. 

Meeting 

Comment 

RD said that she had not  heard anything about this but would send OM an email if anything 

changes. 

 
 

7.  Review of Watching Items  
 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  
JN reported no change and it was unlikely that anything would be done until the Minnaars site was 
developed. The application for development was first submitted in 1994. 
ML asked if there was any prospect of  traffic calming in Colne Road.  
JN said that this may happen.  
 
Item 6. Low Road:  
No change here . RD said that no application had been received concerning the site development.  
 
Item 14. Lloyds Bank:  
AS is currently looking into a solution to this problem. 
 
Item 31. Hill Rise:  
ML said that there appears to be some work going on  at the old golf course. How many houses are 
planned? 
NB thought that 200 was the initial estimate.  
RD believes the total has since been reduced.  

 
RD asked if a new item could be added to the list. This was the junction of Needingworth Road  and St. 
Audreys Lane where she believed there had been 2 fatalities in the past. There was another accident there 
last month. The statistics only go back to 2004. 
 
JP thought it might be possible to engage Roadwatch to do some monitoring.  
ML said another good contact is Andrea at CCC. (OM to send details to Rianna). 
BB pointed out that there is a web page on accident locations on the  County website but it’s hard to use 
and has not been updated for quite a while. 
AB said that Dave McCandless  will have statistics for this location. 
 
OM to add this item to the Watching List. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
8. Traffic and Speeding Reports 

 
OM presented some recent speeding figures from Earith. There were 8 sessions undertaken by Earith 
Speedwatch in the High Street between June 22nd and August 18th 2016.  The table below shows the 
results. The very low number of detections above 35mph may be partly attributed to the times of the 
sessions which mostly coincided with rush-hour when the volume of traffic curtails speeds. However, these 
numbers are much lower than expected. 
BB thought this might be due to the modus operandi of the group and perhaps registration numbers aren’t 
being validated. The camera van was in Earith near Trundles Lane on September 12th so it might be worth 
getting hold of their statistics as a comparison. 
Action: OM to ask AS for these figures. 
 

Speedwatch 

Date 

Start 

Time End Time 

No. 

Vehicles Offenders 

Speed 

MPH Location on Earith High Street 

22/06/2016 15:44 17:43 787 1 42 outside Village hall Westbound 

07/07/2016 06:45 08:30 756 2 35/36 outside Minards Eastbound 

13/07/2016 16:20 18:00 711 0   outside River View Eastbound 

22/07/2016 19:44 18:40 205 0   outside Bridge end Westbound 

29/07/2016 07:30 09:00 930 0   outside Bridge end Westbound 

11/08/2016 17:10 19:00 643 3 36/40/35 o/s 27 high street 

18/08/2016 07:30 09:00 533 0   o/s 27 high street 

02/09/2016 07:30 09:00 804 0   outside Bridge end Westbound 

 
Roadwatch sent some figures for a recent session in Colne Road Earith on September 11th. These show 
frighteningly high speeds in both directions. There is clearly a serious problem at this location. 

 

RoadWatch 
Session#: EARITH  
Date: 11/09/16 (Sun) 12:35 – 13:15 pm     Location: COLNE RD @ WHYBROWS LANE PE28 3PX 
Direction 1- Towards: Colne (OB) Direction 2- Towards: Earith (IB) 
Speed Limit: 30 mph 
 

Dir’n 35-39 40-49 >= 50 Totals Count Highest % 
1 17 13 2 32 55 52 58 
2 18 9 1 28 38 69 74 
Totals 35 22 3 60 93 69 mph 66% 

 
LC had driven through Guyhirn recently and the police were actively monitoring speeds there. 
ML added that Mr Adam Renwick is a replacement for Brian Robbins but does not have exactly the same role. 
His function appears to be more localized. 

 

9. Cambs CCC 20 mph Review 
 
OM reported that Cllr Steve Criswell is pursuing a  Speed Limit review in relation to 20mph zones. With the 
support of the H&CI Committee chairman Cllr Mac McGuire, officers have agreed to his request to relax the 
criteria for the introduction of 20mph limits. This does not require a formal change to policy at this stage, just a 
more flexible interpretation. There has always been a presumption against 20 limits on A & B roads unless 
extenuating circumstances exist. Victoria Rd in Cambridge is the only one in the county at present. 



Officers are currently working on revised guideline criteria that would need to be met, but the intention is not to 
say no where it would have no detrimental impact. However this should not indicate 20 will be the norm. Things 
like appropriate surroundings, speed survey results, likely compliance, introduction of physical calming 
features, congestion etc would all play in to any decision. This current work will be completed in time for the 
consideration of this year’s LHI bids. 

AB had been advised by Cllr Ian Bates that Hilton should hold off its bid to get a 20mph limit until the 
Committee had finalised its discussions.  

 
JN said that Earith PC won’t consider it if the police won’t enforce it.  They will probably try the refuges first to 
slow traffic.  
 
BB reported that Sutton have put up their own speed activated sign which shows a smiley face when the speed 
is within the limit. This is apparently very effective and popular with children. 
 
JC said that the 20mph sign outside Westfield school is only supposed to be operative during school times but 
this is not the case which  diminishes the value. There should be some consistency.  
ML thought that perhaps the school should be able to control it.  
 
LC reported on a conversation with Sharon Piper who is worried about the ‘you pay for it approach’.  This could 
lead to a big disparity between poor and rich parishes.  

 

10. HCV Report 

OM had been asked where the Hauliers Covenant was on the county website and who had signed up. The link 
is shown below. This scheme relies on communities proactively engaging hauliers and then reporting to 
County once they have signed.  

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20081/roads_and_pathways/113/heavy_vehiclesabnormal_loads_on_the_road  

The companies who have so far signed up are: Amey, Balfour Beatty, Cornwell & Son, Masters Logistical,  
Mick George Ltd and  Skanska 

Roadwatch have retained their own version and report on their own website. 

Action: OM to find out who is signing people up.  

BB said that the county scheme  is based on a  Parish council approach and will not work. But perhaps the 
county are doing it themselves now.  

BB reported on the HCV meeting with Steve Criswell.  The HCV position is that the imposition of an ‘only for 
loading’ area-wide TRO after the Ely bypass construction is not acceptable.  The new proposal is for a limited 
‘only for access’ TRO to protect the villages during the A14 & Ely construction phases.  
RD asked how it would be enforced. 
BB replied that the police can enforce it and it will also be signed from the major routes. The environmental 
case was made in the HCV report as well as the economic case. Mick George have realised that sticking to the 
routes designated on the CCC Freight Map actually results in much lower running and maintenance costs. 
 
ML thought that the HCV group had been effective in reducing the numbers of lorries coming through the 
villages. 
 
 
 
 
 



11. Reports from members 
 

ML: Bluntisham.  Morrison’s revised plans for their new store have been circulated. The new store will not 
now be on stilts. It will be accessed from Needingworth Road and Parkers Green. 
RD said they had a national review and this is a cheaper construction option.  
AB said there will be a shared entrance to both the Marsh Harrier pub and the Morrison’s store from the A1123 
and another entrance at Parsons Green. 
 
 It was agreed to add this to the Watching Items list.  
 
AB:  Hilton. CCC are pushing on with their volunteering scheme. They no longer want to cut vegetation. We 
should flag this on our agenda as it is a dangerous proposal.  Volunteers can’t deal with the heavy stuff.  
JP said it was necessary to have a mandate to support volunteers.  
AB thought they would provide  insurance cover. 
 
It was agreed to add this to the Watching Items list.  
 
JN, Earith:   There was an accident on the zebra crossing near the village shop. A boy was hit by a car but 
fortunately not badly hurt.  
 
JC, co-opted member:   Requested that the minutes and constitution be sent  to all the PCs.  
 
LC, Houghton & Wyton: There have been a lot of complaints because Whippet buses are not turning up as 
scheduled. This may be because they can’t get enough drivers. 

 

12. Items for Further Consideration 
 

None 
 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday November 8th 

Tuesday January 10th 

Tuesday March 14th 

 
 


